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Phoenix Area Sources of Water
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Phoenix Area Water Demand by Sector
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Colorado River 
water is used along 
the mainstem and 
in Central Arizona.



Groundwater use is 
regulated only in 
AMAs and INAs. 



Challenges



Rural 
Groundwater



Source: Arizona Water Blueprint



Source: Arizona Water Blueprint



Colorado River



Storage in Lakes Powell and Mead, 1985 - 2025

USBR (2025)
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Assured Water 
Supply



The 2023 Phoenix AMA Model



What is an Assured Water Supply?

Determination by ADWR that: 

1) sufficient water of adequate quality is 
physically, continuously and legally available 
to meet demand for 100 years

2) any projected groundwater use is consistent 
with AMA management plan  -- and --

3) provider has financial capacity to build 
facilities, treat and deliver the water.



How do developers meet AWS requirements?

1) Letter of Commitment 
from AWS Designated 
Provider

-- or --

2) Certificate of Assured 
Water Supply from 
ADWR



Phoenix AMA AWS Designated Providers
Designated Providers in Phoenix AMA

Phoenix
Avondale 
Chandler
El Mirage
Gilbert 
Glendale
Goodyear
Mesa
Peoria
Scottsdale
Surprise
Tempe
EPCOR Fountain Hills
EPCOR San Tan
Apache Junction Water Co.



Pinal AMA AWS Designated Providers
Designated Providers in Pinal AMA

Florence
Eloy
Global Water Co. Santa Cruz
Casa Grande 
EPCOR San Tan



Tucson AMA AWS Designated Providers
Designated Providers in Tucson AMA

Tucson
Marana
Oro Valley
Flowing Wells ID
Metropolitan DWID – Main
Metropolitan DWID – West
Metropolitan DWID – Diablo Village
Sahuarita Water Co.
Spanish Trail Water Co.
Vail Water Co.
Willow Springs Utilities



Outside of AWS Designated Providers

Certificates of Assured Water Supply

• Required for any subdivision within 
AMA of 6 or more lots for sale.

• Historically, developers have 
preferred local groundwater to meet 
AWS requirements.

• No periodic review of Certificate (once 
and done).



Phoenix AMA AWS Certificates



Pinal AMA AWS Certificates



Tucson AMA AWS Certificates



What are the 
responses? 



When the legislation passed the Senate on June 19, Shope hailed it as 
the most consequential groundwater measure since the Groundwater 
Management Act of 1980.

‘The Ag-to-Urban program is a win-win for farmers who are ready to retire 
but still want to capitalize on their land and for Arizona families looking to 
obtain their American dream through homeownership,’ Shope said after 
the bill passed the Senate.

‘Ag-to-Urban’ clears Legislature, paves way for new 
water strategy
Jamar Younger // June 28, 2025 

“



Proximity of IGFRs to Future Development



Proximity of IGFRs to Future Development







What’s next? 



Cities can do a lot with a little water.



Augmentation Concepts in Development
1) Colorado River Indian Tribes Leases
2) Roosevelt Dam Storage Modification 
3) Bartlett Dam Enlargement 
4) Advanced Water Purification
5) Harquahala Groundwater 
6) Southern California Re-Use Exchange
7) Ocean Desalination (Exchange or Pipeline)



Queen Creek and Buckeye were the first to sign up and have each gotten state approval to transport 
roughly 5,000 acre-feet of this groundwater annually, which collectively amounts to a million acre-
feet over the next century. 

That means that more than 85% of the Harquahala project’s water remains available for additional 
purchases – and plenty of water providers besides Queen Creek are expected to vie for it, especially 
when the water starts flowing. 



What can you 
do? 
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